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Dear Readers,

The Chicago rendezvous was a hit! Learning aboufotbs! discoveries that have been made and the
potential that lies ahead was a thrill. This was followed by an African feast back at our rental house and
lots of fabulous conversations. iIfhe board of FON the weekend was a welcome opportunity to get to
know each other better and fitene our grantnaking programJohn Baird er@tained us on the piano,
Alhassan shared hisl ans t o expand hi sandacouple of @msvivedar mi ng i r
deflatingin-themiddle-of-the-night air mattresses. The only downside was that it was over in the blink

of an eye and too soon we were all headed our separate ways.

As always we welcome the input and participation of our membership. Pleasd csrifgou are

tempted to get more involved.

Merci, Fofo, Mun gode, Tanimert, Foma, Thank yeu Amy Wilson & Scott Youngstedt

1) ChicagoDinosaurs, Ihner andDiscourse

TheFriends of Niger Boarénjoyed a productive, solidarityuilding, and furweekend retreat in
Chicago from September Z2. We arrived at diverse times at a house we rented on the
Southside, but most of us were able to begin discussion
of FON business on Friday evening before enjoying a
wonderful Jollof rice meal prepared by Makbrams.
The FON Board met formally on Saturday morning to
discuss a wide range of issues, including our mission,
finances, recently completed and ongoing grants,
various committee procedures, and our plans to ens
the longterm sustainability of FON.

On Saturday afternoon, the Board was joined by
roughly 40 FON members for a fascinating presenta
by Paul Sereno of the University of Chicago on his
cutting edge paleontological and archaeological
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research in Niger and
his plans to construct ;‘,“Lj- -
world clas museums ) :
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in Niamey and Agadez.p
Sereno will soon
formally announce
findings of many new g
species of dinosaurs, as;
well as heretofore
undocumented human
adaptions of c. 5,000
years ago. We were
also impressed by his
plans to repatriate to
Niger all of the bssil
remains that he anddi
team have collected. | ~S58

&

his state of the art
7,000 square foot
laboratory, and he =
graciously offered ua curated tour.

Then, the BoaréFON membersand friendgeturned to our rented house where we sador
conversations about Niger and a sumptuous meal catered by Yasseal Senegalese restaurant
with cuisine similar to Nigd¥.sOn Sunday morning the Board gathered for more discussion to
conclude our retreat.

The FON Board reaffirmed our commitmentsigpporting locally initiated and supported, capacity
building, sustainable projects that improve Nigérien lives, especially during these challenging times.
We volunteer to serve because we care deeply about. Nigetremendous support of volunteer lobar
and reviewers keeps our overhead very low, inddahiristrationaverages less than 4% of our total
expendituresThe accomplishments of FON are due to the engagement of mewddargeer service,
andyour financial support.

Scott M. Youngstedt
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Diaspora reacts to dinosaur lab visit

«{dzNJ S LXIY LSNE2YYySft> OS Fdzi t I} F2Aa& dzyS
chance de voir ces patrimoines nigériens dont je ne savais presqu@rnén. INJ Yy RA & al y i =
squelettesded y 2 & dzZNB& SELI2a4S4& | dz YdzZaSS RS bAal vySexz
j dzQ dz f ILa gaNi@ du taboMddie qui expose les outils, les bijoux et les restes
aljdzSt SGGAljdzSa RSa | yOASya KFIoAlGlryltaelR&$fatdOSGGS
adzZNHANI Sy Y2A RS y2YOoONBdzaSa ljdzSadAaz2ya SiGKAIN dzS
ancienssoienh f a ® / SLISYRIFIYy Gz € QlF Y2dzNJ aAyO8§NB [jdzS t | d
de penser que ce patrimoine nigérien est entre dames mains»

Alhassan Ali Souna, current FON board.

«XFA ONIAYSY(d | LILIINBOAS O2YYSyid tNRFS&aaSdzaNItld

aSa AYLI OG&a &adzNJ £ OdzZf G§dzNBEX f QSRdzOF A2y s f QSC

projet est uniqgue au monde et une fois réalisé, il va faire du Niger un repére momdial.
Rabiou Yari, former FON board member

2) EXTRAOrdinary Generosity

This year we have been honored to receive 4 extraordinary gifts of
$10,000 eacheachhas comerom different generous donorseach came
through differentmechanisms: one through a donadvised fund, one as
a hand-written checkwith a postit note attached, onecompletely
anonymous checkom a Chales Shwab Investment account, @ahone
as a legacy in a will. Threetbésehave requested to remain
anonymous, so even though we waotshouta ¢ 2 2 KioRgh a
megaphoneand publidy express our gratitudeve respect their wishes

The most recent gift came in the form of a legacyrfreranceen Fallet
We would like to extend ousincerecondolences to her familgnd
friendsp 2 S KI R y23GSR indiNkaydodvdgldrie tHall
opportunity to sharethe link to her full obituary.

https://www.news-herald.com/obituaries/franceetfiaith-fallett-ojai-ca/

Franceerwasone of the Peace Corpéigerpioneers, serving in 19669 at the tender age of 19.

Working in the PC office shveasalsoone of those who gave English lessons to President Diori. Her
family was not surprised that Franceen thought of leaving a legacy to help her friends in Niger knowing
what a big impact it had on her life, and we are honatieat she trusted Friends of Niger to carry out

her desire.

If youare doing any estate planning and are interested in leaving something to the Friends of Niger
there are several options availabMour legal professionals are of course your primary resmand if
you are just beginning to consider the possibjlitgre are some general recommendatiarsd options
from AARP, a widely trusted soutce
https://www.aarp.org/money/taxes/infe2023/howto-donate-to-charitiesin-your-will. html

Octber2024 The Camel Express, Newsletter of the Friends of Niger


https://www.news-herald.com/obituaries/franceen-faith-fallett-ojai-ca/
https://www.aarp.org/money/taxes/info-2023/how-to-donate-to-charities-in-your-will.html

3) Rotary Connectiong Possibilities

We recentljearned of a Rotary Club in Colorado thap&tneing with a Niamey @b to
improvescience ducation in Niger. The connecdiiion to wu
a small world!

We got to wondering, how many of our readers have Rotary connections? And how can we
mobilize some of these great efforts to the greater benefit of Niger?

Moustapha Tidpni the Global grantsoordinatorfor the NiameyGaweye Rotar{lub was eager

to speak via Zoom. The biggest and oldest Rotary @llhNbamey, they haveypically
completedoneglobalgrant each yeaGlobal grarg are larger scale projectaprethan $30,000,
that utilize the leverage of RotamternationalFoundation funding matched with local and
partner groupsThere are also many smaller partnership activities that atcailaboration
amongindividual clubs wich tap into Club or Districkevel funding; these angsually less than
$5,000.

Moustapha said thewge currently 10 Rotary Clubs in Niamey and some Rotaract Clubs which
are created to sponsor the charitable activities of coliggel young professionals.

FUN FACTO during our chat weliscovered thaMu s t a pite svas rom my village Boula!

‘N

Stateside the Pagosa Springs Club in#4
Colorado has one member, David  }
Smith, who has enthusiastically led h
club into a partnership with West
African Clubs to improve science
educationStarting in Senegal and
then taking lessorisarnedto Niger,
they focus on introducing hands
science lab curriculum and equipment
to teachers. To date, they have trained
70 teachers, working with the Niamey
Gaweye Club, who has proven itself
an effectve on the groungbartner.
Some of the teachers trained have
already been doing outreach to other
teachers who are eager to have more
interesting and engaging curriculum
and labs.

They have plans to expand the
programto more teachers and to
include some Miadi and Zinder
schools. They are looking for partners -
for more funding and there is a possibility of an 2023Scierce Training

internshiptype position to help with training and

curriculum adaptation. See more BRibtary Science

Davidodés desire to volunteer and promote scienc:i
a meaningful way.

Rotary Clubs are everywhere! Our readers may have local clubs who are looking for new international
club connetions and opportunities. They are often eager for speakers at their weekly meetings. Find a
club near youhttps://my.rotary.org/en/clubearch

Amy Wilson
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4) Project Briefs

COMPLETEDI FatabadjaVell Hamdallaye regionA
66 meter borehole was drilled to provide drinking
water. Additional funding from a Belgian NGO allowe
them to add solar panels and a holding té&he
greatest success of the project is the quality of the
water from the borehole arile joy of the population
regarding the completion of this projett.

Y RS - Sl u

IN PROGRESS- the Simplified Cooperative Society (KOKARI) in the village of Bargouma is
providing 45 women members with goatsKijoats and initial fed and medhes). The women will
also reeive training in goat husbandry to maximize productlaitial meetings, animal purchase and
trainingis underway.

&
”
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COMPLETEMstallationMini! R R dzO (i au PotableRA@&dezby NGO AFAA

«9y FAY RS O02YLINiSs S @Attt IS RA&ALRASNI RQdzy LI
RQSI| dz ljdzA &dzo @ASy G |+ dzE a2Aya RS (2dzi S OAtfl
RSLX 2NJ 6f S Rdz LJzA G & ¥ z0 &y RIQIN @z212 AR K@MI 12 8K
salubrité du puis, la quantité et la 2% . . fiead

jdzt f AGS RS t QS dz asSl

bornes fontaines ont éte installées pour =&

les habitants, la case de santé et ses '
dzal 3SNER Si f QsSO2f ¢
maitresy logeain [ Q2 NB I y A afld
L2 Lddzf F GA2ya t NI @S
i dzA LIS dzli | dz2 2 dzZNR Q &8
et des contributions qui pourraient
dépanner les installations voire
remplacer les pieces défaillantes.

GNRA X

5) Nigerrelated News=—

Historic Tuareg Diaspora Meeting

The Tuareg Diaspora of America and the Organization of the Tuareg Diaspora in Europe met in
September 2024 in Laurelville, Ohio. This inaugural gathering of the Tuareg diaspora in
Americas drew Tuareg from and the world to discuss degting security in Niger and Mali,

and to celebrate Tuareg culture, music, and food. See the link below for an official press release.
Photos of the event can be found Bacebook.
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=8542765182411812&set=pch.8542779899077007

Congressman Austin Scott Led Bipartisan Visit to Niger

State Department News Release September 9, 2024

The U.S. Embassy in Niamey hosted a bipartisan Uo8gfessional delegation led by Representative
Austin Scott (RGA) from the House Armed Services Committee and House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence to NigeRepresentative Jimmy Panetta (@) from the House Armed
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Services Committee and Houser@mittee on Ways and Means and Representative Ronny Jackson (R
TX) from the House Armed Services Committee and House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence were on the delegatidduring the visit from September3! the Congressional delegation
met Ngerien government officials to strengthen the partnership between our two countries.

USAID Deputy Assistant Administrator traveled to Niamey,

State Department News Release September 30, 2024

United States Agency for International Development (USAD@puty Assistant Administrator
Jacqueline Musiitwa traveled to Niamey, Niger from September 25 to September 28 to meet with
USAID staff on Agency priorities, and with development and humanitarian partners. The visit
emphasizes t he Un s dedicghtiobtd @ltalkosationg an gharedobjectivés dn Niger.
Additionally, during her visit, Deputy Assistant Administrator Musiitwa announced that earlier in the
month, the U.S. committed $1 million to aid those affected by the recent floods in Niger.

Devastating Rainy Season in Niger

This year6s rainy season brought devastation to
million have been displaced, and Niger suffered extensive destruction of infrastructure and loss of

food stores. The commencent of the school year, originally scheduled for October 3, has been

pushed back to October 28.
https://lwww.france24.com/en/africa/2024168east339-deadover-1-million-displaceddue

to-nigerfloods

6) Tee shirts

The Chicago meeting gave us the pushneeded to do a new teshirt. Borrowing from the

greeting cards made and sold by Pam Toh in Niamey (anyone know her?) we came up with this
cute design in two colors: yellow and sand. They are 100% cotton. We have some remaining tees
and we are willing to &ive more made once a demand has been established.

Weplan to selthese for $20 eachplus shippingapprox.$5).
If folks are interested we would consider ordering more of the caravan design, artist unknown.
Please write t@resident@friendsofniger.org
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